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Friday 21st January 2022 
 

From Mrs May 

It has been another busy week with everyone trying hard to stay healthy. I would like to thank staff 

for their flexibility and hard work as we have all pulled together to cover colleagues who have tested 

positive and had to self-isolate. The children have also adapted well to changes, often last-minute, 

and I’m pleased to report that lessons and activities are going ahead mostly without disruption. 

Apologies to parents if your child’s club has been cancelled; thank you for your kind comments. 

This morning, Denver and Nitin from Robothink came to our assembly to tell the 

children about an exciting new club starting soon. If your child might be interested in 

building robots, learning code and having fun, sign them up! We also welcomed Sonal 

(Ayoush’s mum) who launched a new FoL project (see below).  

Our assembly visitors were extremely complimentary about Longwood. They said that 

our children really stood out to them for being engaging and for taking initiative. That was probably 

due to Reyah for awarding prizes for the recent reading competition and to the house captains for 

explaining a new House Badge competition. They also saw me award the usual array of certificates 

and announcing the weekly house points winners. The icing on the cake was when Kavyasree stood 

up at the end to thank them for coming to Longwood. All through the assembly, the children were 

well-behaved and enthusiastic. I was very proud of them! 

Please check out Longwood School and Nursery on Facebook. There have been lots of new 

posts recently and we would love some more reviews if you could spare a few minutes. Thank 

you in advance. 

From Mr Livesey 

We have purchased two new laptops for the school children’s classwork, as well as outdoor mud pie 

equipment, multicultural dolls, vehicles, toys, torches and books.  

The nursery children will enjoy much new sensory equipment including colour changing cubes, 

bubble tubes, a colour changing jelly fish tank and other creative / art and craft equipment over the 

next weeks. 

We have been working with a couple of agencies to provide excellent cover for nursery staff who 

have been isolating, as well as helping us to meet our recruitment needs. These staff have brought 

inspiration and new ideas. Staff are also busy planning exciting topics for the nursery children with 

online resources and magazines. 

We had an independent fire risk assessment report undertaken and are meeting all statutory 

requirements. We also had a drill this week. Key staff have undertaken statutory senior lead 

safeguarding training with Hertfordshire County Council as well as others undertaking 3-yearly first 

aid courses. 
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Assembly bits and pieces  

Housepoints – Dahl currently have 7 points; Blyton, Morpurgo and Rowling each have 9 points. It 

couldn’t be much closer! 

Reading competition – Congratulations to the winners: Prachi (Hartspring), Rai, Olivia and Sophia T 

(Attenborough) and Sophia L and Dillan (Old Park).  

House Badge competition – The house captains are asking everyone to design a badge for their 

house. Please use your house colours. You have complete freedom to design it however you like. All 

entries must be in by Thursday 3rd Feb. The winning badges might be made into real badges. Hope 

you enjoy and take part. 

Robothink Club – Please look out for a leaflet which your child should have brought home today. 

Just scan the QR code to sign up. The first session will take place on Monday 21st February. Places 

are first come, first served, so don’t delay. This is for Broadwater, Hartspring, Attenborough and Old 

Park. 

 

Mental Health Support 

Next week, we are focusing on Mental Health. The school children will take part in a virtual 

workshop on Tuesday and in addition, Old Park will take part in a “Happiness” workshop on 

Thursday. We will be thinking about our mental health in assembly on Friday and are asking 

everyone (school and nursery) to dress in colours to reflect their mood on Friday. They should swap 

one or two items of uniform for whatever colour they choose, but they should be able to explain 

why they are wearing that colour. We are also asking for £1 donations which will be given to 

Place2Be. This charity provides mental health services to schools. They also have an excellent section 

of their website for parents, which I have linked to in a previous newsletter 

(https://parentingsmart.place2be.org.uk/). 

 

Young Voices Concert Update 

Great news – we now have the new rescheduled date for our concert. It will go ahead on Tuesday 

26th April. No other details have changed. I will presume that all children and parents can make the 

new date and will not make any changes to ticket numbers unless I hear specifically from any 

parents. I will also presume that parents who requested seats on the coach back to school after the 

concert will still take those seats, unless I hear otherwise. We are all excited that we will get our 

chance to sing at Wembley Arena and take part in a concert with thousands of other children, 

enjoying singing a wonderful selection of songs and all the excitement this will bring. 

 

Practicer of the Week (from Mrs Sangster) 

The Practicers of the week for the week beginning 7/1/22 were Josh and Olivia. Josh really 

impressed me with his note naming. I think his big brother has been helping out with the piano 

practice, which is much appreciated and clearly very beneficial. Olivia got two ticks in her lesson and 

listened carefully to my advice on counting. Great work, you two! 

https://parentingsmart.place2be.org.uk/
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Menus Next week, we will be serving week 3 menus.  

Nursery Rhymes 

The new nursery rhyme is Incy Wincy Spider: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YAJynCIsNUg 

Incy wincy spider climbed up the spout, 

Down came the rain and washed the spider out.  

Out came the sunshine and dried up all the rain 

So incy wincy spider climbed the spout again. 

 

 

Congratulations 

This week, Hartspring children were tasked with drawing a picture of one of the ships in Christopher 

Columbus’ fleet. Indigo’s drawing was detailed and precise but what particularly impressed Mrs 

Bointon and Miss Paulter was her concentration level during the lesson. She sat completely 

engrossed in her work until it was complete and the result is very impressive. Well done, Indigo! 

 

Attachments to the Newsletter 

 £20.22 Challenge Poster 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YAJynCIsNUg
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Friends of Longwood Update 

Welcome from Friends of Longwood (FoL) to our update page.  

   FoL are a group of parents that raise money to provide exciting 

experiences for our children and do the extra bits  

that make the school a tight-knit community. 

 

£20.22 – Spring Term Challenge 
We are very excited to launch our £20.22 Spring Term Challenge today. A big 
thank you to Sonal (Ayoush’s Mum) who came into assembly this morning to 
explain the challenge to our children. Good luck everyone! See attached poster 

for full details. PS – we have some very excited children 😊.  

 

Movie Night – Thur Mar 24th  
Movie night is back! More details to follow (probably after half term). For now, 
please save the date for this popular FoL favourite.  

 

Follow us: 
 

 
 

 

Dates for your Diary  

NB – All new items are highlighted.  
 

Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Friday 28th Jan All day Mental Health Day 
– “Dress to 
Express” 

Please wear a colour to reflect 
your mood and donate £1 to 
Place2Be. 

Friday 4th Feb 9am, school hall Old Park class 
assembly 

Max 2 adults per child may 
attend.  

Friday 11th Feb 9am, school hall Attenborough class 
assembly 

Max 2 adults per child may 
attend.  
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Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Friday 11th Feb 8-9am, in the 
playground 

Second hand 
uniform sale 

Blazers £15, all other items £3. 
Lots of bargains to be had and 
helping the environment too! 

Friday 11th Feb 2.45-3.45pm, in the 
playground 

Second hand 
uniform sale 

Blazers £15, all other items £3. 
Lots of bargains to be had and 
helping the environment too! 

Friday 25th Feb 9am Cash for Clothes 
collection 

Please send donations in wb 
21st Feb. 

Wednesday 2nd 
Mar 

7.30pm, Zoom FoL meeting All parents welcome to attend. 

Friday 4th Mar 9am, school hall Hartspring class 
assembly 

Max 2 adults per child may 
attend.  

Friday 11th Mar 9am, school hall Broadwater class 
assembly 

Family welcome to attend.  

Saturday 12th 
Mar 

Cassiobury Park, 9am Parkrun A fun 5k run for everyone. 
More details to follow soon.  

Sunday 13th Mar At school, 2-5pm Attenborough and 
Old Park dress 
rehearsal 

This is compulsory for all 
children. Please mark your 
diaries now! 

Thursday 17th 
March 

At school in the 
evening 

Attenborough and 
Old Park Show 

Time to be confirmed. All 
children will be involved. 

Thursday 24th 
March 

After school, in the 
Broadwater classroom 

Mini movie night All Broadwater children 
invited. Details to follow. 

Thursday 24th 
March 

After school, in the 
hall 

Movie night All Hartspring, Attenborough 
and Old Park children invited. 
Details to follow. 

Friday 25th 
March 2022 

All day INSET day for all 
staff 

Longwood will be closed to all 
children. 

Friday 6th May 9am in hall or on 
Zoom 

Music assembly All children who learn an 
instrument – at Longwood or 
elsewhere – welcome to play a 
piece. Audience details to 
follow. 

Monday 5th Sept 
2022 

All day INSET day for all 
staff 

Longwood will be closed to all 
children. 

Monday 17th Apr 
2023 

All day INSET day for all 
staff 

Longwood will be closed to all 
children. 


